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The authors of this paper report a 5-year study on 57 patients, using a polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) , small-diameter that smokers also tend to be drinkers. There is however a fallout for this necessary procedure, which is that closely related independent variables, which are truly related to the dependent variable, tend to predict the same type of variability and the one which does it best will depend to an extent on chance, especially in small studies. The result is that if histologic grade is found to explain variability better than perineural invasion even by a tiny margin it will be the selected factor, but because they explain the same variability, perineural invasion will not explain residual variability well, and will be found not to be significant. 
